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                                       Submitted By: Tammy Eibey, \ Delaware County, Iowa

I live on a farm, I work at the FSA office, my friends are farmers but yet I never really thought about know your farmer…know your food promotion with USDA. You probably wonder why. We raise our own beef cattle, so I had my own meat and I have a small garden with produce and sweet corn and I can easily go to the local grocery stores for the other needs. Everything was easily accessible in our rural community. Last Summer I became a big fan of our local Farmer’s Market. Here I found a huge selection of fruits, vegetables, honey, jellies, breads, soy candles and much more. I knew most of these venders there selling their products.  I also found a vendor selling processed pork products. I was very excited since I knew Pat and Carolyn Maloney and their son Kevin. I had served on the Delaware County Cattlemen’s Board with them. I found that I able to purchase the cuts of pork that my family liked from them each Saturday morning. A plus is that the processor was our local locker that processes our beef as well, they also purchase the sew pigs from another local Delaware County Hog Farm.  Maloney’s feed out the hogs and raise their own beef cattle at their farm sites. This week they opened a store Maloney Meats where they offer beef and pork products plus other miscellaneous local farm products. 

 So here is more about my Know your Food…Know your Farmer at Maloney Meats
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Pat and Carolyn Maloney have been farming since they were married in November 1971. They started out farming 120 acres that they rented from Carolyn’s parents. They milked a few cows and raised a few pigs. In 1978 they bought the family farm, sold the dairy cows and started raising more hogs and beef cattle. They now wean to finish 24,000 head of hogs and they have a 40 head beef cow herd. They now own 680 acres which they raise corn and beans on plus they cash rent another 1200 acres of crop ground. One farm has been in the family over 100 years.
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Pat and Carolyn raised 2 children on the farm. Colleen is married to Randy Goedken. They have purchased his family farm and live near Lamont, Iowa. They have two children. Jaxon and Audry. Kevin and his wife Sheena have twins Charles and Anna. They own their own farm as well. Both Kevin and Randy work on the Maloney farm helping with the hogs, cattle and field work.

For several years the Maloney’s have been selling their pork out of their freezer under the Maloney Farms Label. Last year they decided to try and make a little extra money at the local farmer’s market in Manchester, Iowa.  It was a huge success. After a few months of thinking about it, they decided to open a store selling their own meat. It had always been their dream to try. They are very proud of the fact that the product is locally born, locally grown and locally processed. They have worked hard as a family to make this possible. Not only has this been extra income to the family but it has been fun and rewarding as well. They are proud that it takes the whole family to make it happen and that it is done all locally.
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Maloney Meats is located at 1204 W. Main Street in Manchester and is selling both pork and beef products. Hopefully this summer fresh farm vegetables will also be added.

I encourage everyone to look around their area and communities to really KNOW YOUR FARMER…KNOW YOUR FOOD!  It is great to buy from your neighbors.  As it says on the USDA website, Every Family needs a Farmer, do you know yours? I most definitely know my farmers in Delaware County, Iowa and I also a lot more about my food. . For more information on USDA’s Website go to: http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/knowyourfarmer?navid=KNOWYOURFARMER 
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It is that time of year where you are planning your summer vacation. Don’t miss coming to the Northwest Area Rally in Whitefish, Montana June 1-6, 2010. There will be plenty for you and your family to enjoy. Come and experience the best of what Montana has to offer. All the rally details can be found at: http://nascoe.org/Documents/NWA%20Official%20Flyer.pdf 

U. S. Cellular Discount

Submitted by Dee Ann Lehn

Midwest Area Benefits Chairperson

Members have been inquiring about cell phone discounts through U. S. Cellular for years.  Recently, a member from Iowa was able to secure such a discount as a USDA employee.    U. S. Cellular offers a Company Partnership Employee Discounts Program and USDA employees do qualify for this discount.  Basically this is a promotion to renew your 2 year contract but does not affect the date you are eligible for a new phone.  The promotion is a 15% discount on qualifying plans.

Now, the process doesn’t work as smoothly as it could but the discount is worth the effort.    Members need to call U. S. Cellular at 800-819-9373 and provide the representative with your name and work e-mail.  Personal e-mails cannot be used.  At first, you may be told your USDA e-mail does not qualify but if you ask the representative to manually check the e-mail address, you should be able to obtain the discount on certain plans.

Thanks to Dave Stromer of Iowa for sharing this information with the membership.  If you ever run across a discount program that may benefit our members, please contact your state,  area benefits chairperson or contact the national benefits chairperson and we will see the information is passed on to all members.  

[image: image6.png]



                              [image: image7.wmf]
MEMBERSHIP….

Hi all!  Finally!!!!  I think spring is here to stay…  But with that (at least in Oklahoma) comes wind, storms and, not to mention my favorite….severe weather!  I hope that you can hear the sarcasm in my typing!!  (  Oklahoma is well known for tornadoes and very active weathermen.  One in particular is Gary England…you should Google him!  Many fun games have been made up based on how many times Gary says a specific phrase, such as “hook echo”, “baseball sized hail”, “Waterloo road”, “mesocyclone”, and the biggie… “Did you see power flashes?”  We also listen for specific towns such as Dill City, Mulhall, Oktaha, Wayne & Payne, Lookeba, Hydro or Weleetka.  Obviously, these are common words in “severe weather season” and we’ve got to have some way to make it fun!

On to business…… the first thing is short!   The second is a continuing reminder, and the third one is one to touch your heart….

Third quarter dues need to be turned in by April 10, 2010…..

(See, that was short!)

Reminder:  If your state has not sent in the membership database, please do so ASAP…. I have contacted several states, if you haven’t heard from me, you will!!!
The last piece of business is especially near and dear to my heart this year.  It is the annual NASCOE Memorial.  We are ready to get started taking submissions for this year’s memorial service to honor those of our membership who have passed away over the last year.  Andrea Stafford, PT in Tennessee, has graciously accepted my humble request to take on this task for a second year.  She did a wonderful job on last year’s presentation and I am more than confident that this year will be no different.  I am including the Memorial Form and will also have it added to the membership page on the NASCOE website.  I encourage you to send in your submissions timely but no later than July 1, 2010.  All the information you will need is on the form.  Beyond that, if you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact me.

Thank you for all that you do for our association!

Angie Bierman, NASCOE Membership Gal  
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NASCOE Memorial Presentation

Angie Bierman, NASCOE Membership Chair
Several years ago at our NASCOE Convention, a tradition was begun that has become a special part of the convention agenda.  In honor of our deceased NASCOE members, we pause at the National Convention to remember those who have passed away in the last year.  This very special service is a time that we pay tribute to those who were dedicated members of NASCOE and who promoted and supported our employee organization during their lifetime.  

During this special observance, we recognize our deceased members with a touching Power Point presentation set to special music.  We ask that you help us honor the deceased members from your state by submitting their information and a photo, if available, so they may be memorialized in the service.  

Andrea Stafford, Program Technician from Tennessee, has volunteered to put the memorial service presentation together for the convention in August.  Please submit the requested information along with a photo to Andrea.  You may submit via email or send a hard copy by mail, to her addresses listed below.   This form is also available at:   www.NASCOE.org    

Please send your submission as soon as possible but no later than July 1, 2010.

2010 NASCOE MEMORIAL

Hot Springs, AR

Power Point Presentation Information

	Name of Deceased Member
	

	Position Held
	

	Years of Service
	

	County(s) & State
	

	Other Information:  state, area or national capacities served in
	


Please check one of the following:

	NASCOE Regular Member
	
	Photos enclosed
	

	NASCOE Associate Member
	
	Photos emailed
	

	RASCOE Member
	
	Remarks:


Also, if there is a special memory or short story you have for the person you are submitting, please feel free to include it with your submission.  We would like to make this as personalized as we can, since many times our members may not have known these who have passed on.
Completed form and photo should be mailed or emailed to:

	Contact information of submitter

	Name
	

	Address
	

	City, State, Zip
	

	Phone
	

	Email Address
	


Andrea Stafford

1024 Mill Street

Pulaski, TN 38478

Phone 931.363.2675

Email:  nascoememorial@yahoo.com
***If you submit a picture by mail and would like to have it returned, please include a self addressed, stamped envelope.  Thank you!***



Submitted by: Tricia Lutman, NASCOE Webmaster

April 9, 2010
The sun has been out in full force these last two weeks! I made my first trip to the beach to drop the kids off at their Grandparent’s house for Spring Break over Easter weekend.  How lucky are they!?!?  The water is still a bit chilly for them to get in but good ol’ Grandma Nan has been taking them down the street to the heated pool! Oh, to be young again (well I really just want to be at the beach again! LOL)!!!  I know they are having a blast but I sure can’t wait to see them this weekend!  I hope this latest article finds all of you in warmer weather! Bring on the summer!
On to business!  The website is running smoothly and we have seemed to make it through all the bumps in the road thus far.  Thanks to all of you for your support and contributions.  

I am still working on gathering all the links from all the states to build my page on the site.  I have gotten a few more so I intend to add what I have and just update as I receive new ones.  Please, please, please send me your link and your webmaster information.

I have started building an Area Photo Page for each area starting with the Midwest Area.  Please send me any and all photos from your state meetings, conventions, etc and I will put them on your specific Area Photo Page.  Thanks to Illinois for being the first to send me a photo! You go IL!

If you would like to receive notification when the site is updated please visit http://nascoe.org/contactus.aspx.  You must fill in the (*) areas and then press submit which will send me an email with your requests/changes/updates.
As always, please feel free to send me any comments/suggestions/ideas/pictures for the site. I would love to hear from you!
REMINDER: When you register for PAC please submit the state you are a member of and any office you currently hold. Also, if you are a RASCOE member you must also be an associate member of your state. This will expedite the verification process and get your access faster                                     

Webmasters: Please send me the links to your states and your contact information. I would like to link it to the NASCOE site for all to enjoy! Thanks to all who have sent me the links!
 
Photos: I am going to make a photo page for each area so we can enjoy as many photos as possible on the site.  Please send me any and all photos with a caption! Thanks!

If you have any questions or comments concerning the site please feel free to contact me, nascoewebmaster@live.com. 
Remember to always keep your eyes upward! Jesus loves you and you and you and….YOU!

Psalm 118:24 (NIV) This is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
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